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Engineering students from around the world compete in the 12th 
Annual RoboBoat Competition 
• Reigning champions, Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember from Surabaya, Indonesia, win first place 

• 13 teams | 200 participants | 4 countries  

• RoboBoat was held at Reed Canal Park, South Daytona, Florida, June 17 – 23, 2019 
 

South Daytona, Florida, June 23, 2019 — Reigning champions from 2018 RoboBoat, Institut Teknologi 
Sepuluh Nopember (ITSN) proved today that building on lessons learned and continuing to make 
improvements pays off. Since last year, the team focused on increasing the capability of their 
autonomous surface vessel (ASV) to perform the difficult tasks on this year’s RoboBoat course. 
Competing with four other teams in finals, ITSN received the most points on the course and combined 
with their documentation and presentation earlier this week, earned top honors.   
 
The thirteen competing teams built robotic boats using just a set of rules and technical requirements 
and any tools and resources they could resource. These self-operating boats mimic tasks that are being 
developed for coastal surveillance, port security and other types of oceanographic operations. The 
competition teaches participants not just about the technology of robotics but also management, 
budgeting and operations skills. 
 
Half of the teams competing were new to RoboBoat this year. Even returning schools like Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University had what sports teams call a “building year”, with mostly first year team 
members.  Faculty advisors and support from their robotics club, the Robotics Association at Embry-
Riddle (RAER), provided the young Embry-Riddle team with the mentorship and guidance needed to 
earn second place.  Returning teams Universitas Indonesia and Hagerty High School took home third and 
fourth place respectively.  Tecnológico de Monterrey from Mexico completed their third year with a first 
time qualifying for finals and fifth place overall. 
 
 
RoboBoat 2019 Final awards 

• 1st Place – Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember (Indonesia) – $6,000 

• 2nd Place – Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University (Florida, USA) – $4,000 

• 3rd Place – Universitas Indonesia (Indonesia) – $2,500 

• 4th Place – Hagerty High School (Florida, USA) – $2,000 

• 5th Place – Tecnologico de Monterrey (Mexico) – $1,500 
 
Special awards 

• Diversity in Engineering – University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez – $1,000 

• Manufacturing – University of Louisiana at Lafayette – $1,000 

• Best Documentation Rookie Team – Florida State University / Gulf Coast State College – $1,000 

• Rapid Prototyping – Military Technical College – $1,000 

• Blue Robotics, Velodyne Lidar and Nvidia provided additional special awards 
 

 



Sponsorships and local support from the U.S. Office of Naval Research, Northrop Grumman, Naval 
Information Warfare Center Atlantic, MathWorks, Blue Robotics, Velodyne Lidar, Nvidia, Siemens, 
SolidWorks, the City of South Daytona and other volunteers made the competition a success. 
 
A full list of teams and competition results can be found at www.roboboat.org.    
 
 

### 
 

About RoboNation. RoboNation is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide a pathway of 
hands-on educational experiences that empower students to find innovative solutions to global 
challenges. We envision a world where technology unites people to learn, share and create. 
(www.robonation.org)  

  
For more information: 
Julianna Smith 
Outreach Specialist 
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